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LET’S GET STARTED!

Creating a robust pipeline of well-trained talent to 
support our businesses and grow our economy is 
top priority at the Bowling Green Area Chamber of 
Commerce. In that pursuit, the Chamber has been 
the driving force in convening partners to offer 
educational programs and services in our area that 
directly benefit our businesses and job seekers alike. 

SCK LAUNCH, South Central Kentucky Learning About 
Unique and New Careers Here, is an overarching 
talent development strategy that begins at the 
earliest opportunity in kindergarten, continues 
throughout middle and high school, and carries 
through to currently unemployed, incumbent and 
underemployed workers.

SCK LAUNCH implies taking off in a targeted direction 
as a result of strategic preparation and access to 
powerful momentum – which is exactly what we want 
to provide our community’s talent.  

Building on the momentum achieved through 
implementation of the principles of the 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People in elementary and middle 
schools, we are mapping a path toward continuing 
and building on that leadership training through the 
lens of career immersion in all area high schools. 

The Chamber will collaborate with schools as they 
work to integrate a career focused model with Covey 
leadership principles to create a curriculum that 
prepares students for their careers. The final goal is 
for every high school graduate to have learned and 
applied leadership skills such as being proactive, 
accountable, resourceful and professional to the hard 
skills associated with earning a nationally portable 
industry certification.   

Through partnerships with educators, business and 
industry leaders and national organizations, the 
Chamber has created and funded the groundbreaking 
SCK LAUNCH initiative from the ground up.

WHAT IS THE SCK LAUNCH EXPERIENCE?
SCK LAUNCH Experience is an annual hands-on career expo for 
eighth-graders. Students explore many of the careers available in 
South Central Kentucky through interactive exhibits that showcase 
opportunities in our region’s high-growth, high-demand sectors. 
This event requires hundreds of volunteers and encompasses all 7 
sectors. 

NOVEMBER 
22

Knicely 
Conference 

Center

WHAT IS SCK LAUNCH AND WHERE DID IT COME FROM?
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WHO WILL ATTEND THIS EXPERIENCE AND WHY?
SCK LAUNCH Experience is specifically for middle schoolers. Our research shows that at this stage, students are 
not prepared to select and commit to one career pathway but are interested in investigating many options. We 
plan to host over 3,800 students, educators and VIP guests from throughout South Central Kentucky.  

The school systems are excited to partipate and are providing bussing to transport students to the venue. 
Volunteers and chaperones, along with sector participants and representatives, will provide day-of support.

WHAT SECTORS WILL BE 
REPRESENTED?
The Chamber has selected seven broad 
categories as sectors, which include:

Construction
Healthcare
Hospitality 
Manufacturing
Professional Services
Public Services  
Transportation/Distribution/Logistics

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
WHAT?
The Sector Committee is responsible for 
the planning and execution of the sector’s 
experience. Sector experiences should be 
planned as a whole experience and not include 
individual displays or tables and should 
compliment one another.

The Chamber provides administrative support 
to the Sector Committees. Staff will coordinate 
the facility rental, site plan, event logistics, 
event set-up oversight and curriculum 
content for the schools, along with schedule 
orchestration.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Educational Consultant/School Liaison:
Sandra Baker
Director, Education & Workforce
O:270-901-4617
C:270-202-6965
sandra@bgchamber.com

 Venue/Layout/Sector Needs: 
Katie Dykes
Director, Programs and Events 
O:270-901-4605 
C:270-227-0992
katie@bgchamber.com

Student Booklet/Sector Signage: 
Rachel McDivitt
Marketing Coordinator  
O:270-901-4745
C:270-938-2295
rachel@bgchamber.com
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TIPS FOR YOUR EXHIBITS

MAKE IT INTERACTIVE
This is key. Your exhibit should be hands-on and 
engaging. Let students experience the tools,  
machines, props, etc. that you use daily.

MAKE IT PERSONAL
Use anecdotes. Talk about how you came into your 
profession and why.

MAKE IT TANGIBLE
Display or hand out sample items as visuals, ideally 
of things the students may be familiar with. No food, 
drinks or candy.

MAKE IT FUN
Bring age-appropriate translated material and impress 
students with brief demonstrations. Encourage 
participation by giving prizes for correct answers.

DRINKS AND MEALS
Snacks, drinks and lunch will be provided to all volunteers and sector participants the day of the event. Your 
company must turn in rep numbers by the deadline in order to have a lunch. 

FAQS

SECTOR SQUARE 
FOOTAGE

Regency Room
3,900 total
• Healthcare

Room 208 A-J
9,600 total
• Manufacturing
• Professional Services
• Transportation, Distribution & 	
   Logistics

Outdoor Area
• All sectors

Ballroom 163
6,200 total
• Construction
• Public Services
• Hospitality

IMPORTANT DATES

Venue Walk-Through
July 9 or July 18

10 a.m.
Send at least three sector representatives to 

this orientation of the venue layout at Knicely 
Conference Center. Representatives are 

encouraged to attend at least one 
walk-through.

Student Booklet Print Deadline
October 4 

Sector Plan & Layout Due
October 18

Rep Numbers Due
November 1

Set-Up Day
November 21

Event Day
November 22
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